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Great turnout of visitors also on closing day of Agrilevante

Egyptian Minister of Agriculture Salah Yousef in attendance to revive economic cooperation with Italy and especially with the regions of the Mezzogiorno
Crowds packed the Agrilevante trade fair quarters even on the final day. From the early morning of the opening day of the international exhibition of machinery and equipment for agriculture and the agri-industry on Wednesday the 13th the event drew massive flows of visitors. The final figures on arrivals will be available only tomorrow but daily comparisons with the numbers for the most recent edition point to a significant increase to confirm that the Agrilevante format – a highly specialized review broken down into production lines and a rigorous separation of merchandise categories – meets the real requirements of farmers, contractors and businesspeople in the sector. Located in a strategic area of the Mediterranean, the exhibition attracted the participation of many foreign businesspeople and delegations, including a strong representation from Egypt present not only for B2B meetings with exhibiting companies but also for conferences focusing specifically on technological exchanges and bilateral trade issues. The main event of the day, the conference on the theme,  Scenarios of Fruit and Vegetables Trade in the Free Trade Area: Relations between Italy and Egypt, found that economic cooperation between the two countries was off to a good start with the S.P.I.I.E. project, Integrated Production Systems between Italy and Egypt. The project, which fits into the broader European Union strategy framework for integration with outside countries around the Mediterranean, presented a report at Agrilevante. S.P.I.I.E. is coordinated by the Puglia Region in cooperation with the Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of Bari and draws on the participation of agricultural and research agencies in a number of the Italian Mezzogiorno regions and the Egyptian Ministry of Agriculture. The initiative is aimed at improving the production processes and quality standards of Egyptian fresh fruit and vegetable production in relation to seasonality and complementary Italian production. During the conference, the Egyptian Minister of Agriculture Salah Yousef and Puglia Region Commissioner on Agri-Food Resources Dario Stefàno explained that the project has enabled businesspeople in the two countries to form relationships and the creation of a Services Center with a web platform able to provide directives on good agronomic practices. traceability guidelines and assistance for setting up producers’ associations and establishing protocols for checking commodities. Salah Yousef declared, “Cooperation between Italy and Egypt has a long history and prospects of highly promising development. Cooperation between the two countries must not be limited to trade of agricultural products but must bring in research and innovation cooperation with special attention to agricultural mechanization which, for our country, is a decisive factor for a leap in quality.”
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